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Minutes, Trull Parish Council, 21st October 2019 
 
Chair ……………………………………………………………….          Date ……………………………………… 
 

TRULL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Trull Parish Council held in The Memorial Hall, Church Road, Trull, 

on Monday 21st October 2019, commencing at 7.15pm 
 

(in the format to be presented to the next meeting for approval) 
 

Cllrs present: Mr A Kent (Chair), Mrs J Wooldridge (Vice-Chair), Mr N Hancock, 
Mrs A Hudson, Mr B Pretty, Ms T Dean, Mr D Lindfield, Mrs A 
Clark, Mr L Forgham, Mr S Keen 

In attendance: 
  

Mrs R Howat – minute taker in the absence of the Clerk  
Cllr M Hill – SWT 
Cllr S Wakefield – SWT 
Cllr A Wedderkopp – SCC (arrived at 7.30pm) 
4 members of the public 
 
  

Prior to the commencement of the Meeting the Chairman invited comments from members of 
the public relating to items on the agenda, or on issues to be discussed at a later date.  

 

302/19  Apologies for Absence 
No apologies received 
 

303/19  Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest received 
 

304/19  Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st September and 4th October 
2019 
RESOLVED:  
Minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2019 were agreed as 
an accurate representation and signed by the Chairman. 
RESOLVED:  
Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2019 were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman, following the alteration to note that the 
meeting closed at 7.07pm not 8.07pm as recorded on the draft 
minutes.  
 

305/19  Matters arising not covered by agenda items below 
       i) ref minute 284/19: Mr Hancock reported that he had not heard 
back from Highways yet 
       ii) ref minute 288/19: Mr L Forgham reported that a letter had 
been sent to Strongvox (regarding the trees) and the Whitton & Laing 
(regarding the attenuation pond).  
Whitton & Laing have responded saying that they were not aware 
what maintenance they were required to carry out - clerk to forward 
previously agreed maintenance schedule. 
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No response has been received as yet from Strongvox – clerk to 
chase this with the recommended contact being Robet Allford 
       iii) ref minute 295/19f: Mr B Pretty reported that Arboricare had 
not yet been in contact with him regarding the query he raised 
concerning work done on the acer tree on Trull Green. 
 

306/19  Chairman’s Report 
Mr A Kent noted that the contractors plan to start working on the 
Comeytrowe/Trull development in January at the top end adjacent to 
the A38.  
There was the Open Meeting in early October to discuss Trull 
Meadow which saw overwhelming support for the Parish Council 
investigating how to safeguard the meadow from any future 
development. The Trull Meadow Working Group has been looking at 
the options and this will be covered in detail later in the meeting. 
 

307/19  Police Report 
PCSO L Smith sent her apologies for not being able to attend the 
meeting but submitted the following to be reported at the meeting:  
There has only been one reported incident in Trull since 16th 
October and that was a Public Order Incident. 
 

308/19  SCC Report 
Cllr Wedderkopp reminded those present how important our green 
spaces are and every effort needed to be made to retain them 
 

309/19  SWT Report 
Cllr S Wakefield reported that: 

• the Coal Orchard development has started  

• SW&T has funded the park and ride to open on Saturdays 

• A decision regarding the new Maggies Centre at Galmington 
is soon imminent 

 
310/19  Planning 
 a)  Applications for Decision 
  i)   42/19/0042  

     Application for a Certificate of Lawful Development for the existing 
use of the ancillary outbuilding as a separate residential dwelling at 
Fishermans Rest, Sweethay Lane, Trull 
RESOLVED: 
To object due to the lack of evidence of occupation for four years 

  ii)   42/19/0043 
      Demolition of garage and porch and raising roof of dwellinghouse 
with construction of first floor at Windsong, Amberd Lane, Trull 
(amended scheme to 42/19/0005) 
RESOLVED: 
To support 
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 b)  Report on applications considered under delegated powers 
None taken 

 c)  Report on decisions by SWT 
      i)  42/19/0033 
Erection of a single storey extension to the front elevation plus 
amendments to the approved first floor extension at Stoneleigh, 
Private Road, Trull 
CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 
      ii)  42/19/0027 
Proposal: Erection of building to form ancillary accommodation at 
Dipford Barn, 
Dipford Farm, Dipford Road, Trull 
Application Type: Full Planning Permission 
Grid Reference: 320428.121956 
APPLICATION WITHDRAWN ON 23RD SEPTEMBER 
      iii)  Work has started in the barn adjacent to Gatchell Farm on 
the Dipford Road 

 
311/19  Trull Meadow 
 a)  Consider revised terms of reference for the Trull Meadow 

Working Group 
RESOLVED:  
Mr B Pretty is to be replaced on the Working Group by Mrs J 
Wooldridge. Alan Sawyer and Alan Reeves (non-councillors) to be 
co-opted on to the Working Group 

 b) Consider Working Group recommendations 
  Mr A Kent reported on the Working Group’s investigations to present: 

• SW&T have categorically refused to buy the meadow 

• As yet, there is no confirmation that the Executive Committee 
of SW&T will approve an advance payment of anticipated CIL 
money due to TPC 

• Any donations made prior to a CIO being registered can’t 
benefit from Gift Aid, so collecting pledges would be an 
interim solution 

• TPC or the Working Group to nominate a minimum of three 
trustees to any CIO established 

• The next steps depend on the reaction from Queens and work 
into the legal aspects of setting up a CIO, identifying a 
suitable charitable aim and nominating trustees.  

• In the meantime, the working group are in discussion with 
SALC over a number of matters including lodging money 
within the PC accounts whilst the CIO is set up and the 
implications of the offer from the District Council of a loan with 
the CIL as security.  

• The Working Group asks for TPC endorsement to continue to 
explore the implications and report back again. 
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Councillors expressed various opinions: 

• Will SW&T confirm in writing that they will wait for the 
anticipated CIL money to be paid to TPC before repayment of 
any loan is required? 

• Is owning agricultural land an acceptable legal reason to 
create a Charitable Trust? 

• Concerns that the purchase of the meadow sets a precedent if 
adjacent land-owners wish to sell in the future 

• Financial due diligent is required regarding the initial purchase 
price and ongoing costs, and the financial impact on TPC if 
money is to be loaned to a CIO 

• Trull meadow was previously designated as flood area…there 
are a number of natural attenuation barrier that collect water 
and direct it to the field 

• The only way to totally protect it is to own it 

• The village has shown that it wants TPC to try and secure the 
future of the meadow 

• Access to the meadow is poor so it would be difficult for a 
developer to build houses  

• Queens is a trust and they are duty bound to obtain the best 
price for the land 

• The value of the land is whatever someone is prepared to pay 
RESOLVED: 
TPC to endorse the Working Group to: 

• engage further with Queens 

• continue with investigations into the requirements for 
establishing a CIO 

• obtain confirmation from SW&T that they will advance 
payment of anticipated CIL funds if required 

• continue discussions with SALC to understand the legal and 
financial position of TPC  

• continue to report back to the Parish Council with new 
information as it arises 

 
312/19  Comeytrowe/Trull Urban Extension. 
 a)  Approve the terms of reference for the Comeytrowe consortium 

working group 
 b)  Working group update 

RESOLVED: 
To defer items a & b to the November meeting 
 

313/19  Proposed electric car charging point 
Mr A Kent reported that no official response has yet been received 
from SW&T on the bid submitted by the PC but cautiously optimistic 
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314/19  Tree work on Carters Way 
Ms T Dean reported that when consulted, residents near the tree 
were not surprised that felling it is considered the correct option; it is 
the wrong tree for that place. Sycamore can re-grow when felled, so 
steps need to be taken to ensure that this doesn’t happen. 
Three quotes to fell the tree have been received 
RESOLVED: 
Ms T Dean to contact Arboricare to accept their quote to fell the tree 
 

315/19  KGV Playing Field 
 a) Safety Surfaces update 

The apple will be located at the bottom of the field near the other ball 
games. 
PFMC have limited funds and have resolved to fund the installation 
of new safety surfaces under the toddler spinner and the twin fly. 

 b) Boules Pitch update 
Ms T Dean noted that the SCF grant offer awarded for this project 
has a limited lifespan and may be lost if the project doesn’t 
commence soon. 
Mrs A Clark reported that the PFMC need three quotes to consider 
the best contractor to be engaged. Once the PFCM has resolved 
their approved contractor, the PC will be approached to consider 
funding. 
 

316/19  Consider request for mirror to improve road safety. Honiton 
Road / Church Road junction 
A parishioner had written to the PC to ask if consideration could be 
given to installing a safety mirror to assist vehicles pulling out of 
Church Road onto the Honiton Road. 
Mrs J Wooldridge reported that Highways will not allow placement of 
a mirror on street furniture or their land. They are only seen on 
private land. 
RESOLVED: 
In light of the above information, the above request cannot be 
progressed any further 
 

317/19  Consider request for further dog waste bins 
A parishioner had written to the PC to request for two dog bins to be 
installed at Trull Meadow 
RESOLVED: 
As the PC don’t own the meadow this request cannot be taken any 
further 
 

318/19  Auto-speedwatch update 
Mr S Keen reported that he has emailed the company concerned 
and spoken with another parish but more information is still needed 
RESOLVED: 
To defer to November meeting 
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319/19  Invitation to commemorate VE DAY 75. 

Mr A Kent reported that a meeting was to be held with the Church 
and the Village Hall on 23rd October and he will report back at the 
November meeting 
 

320/19  Allotments  
 a) Matters for Parish Council consideration arising from the 

Allotments Tenants Annual Meeting 
   i)  a request will be made for the 2020/21 budget to purchase more 
woodchip costing circa £100 
   ii) 3 new fruit trees have been sponsored by individuals 

 b) Hedge cutting 
Letters have been received from two residents adjacent to the 
allotments in response to the PC communication regarding hedge 
cutting. 
RESOLVED: 
To defer this item to the November meeting 
 

321/19  Reports on the following: 
 a) Neighbourhood Plan 

Ms T Dean reported that the first meeting (reported minute 295/19 a) 
has gone well. 
SW&T have reported that there is a discrepancy on one of the NP 
maps that has to be amended. SW&T will carry out the necessary 
changes 

 b) KGV/Pavilion  
Mrs A Clark reported that the Scouts use on Friday evenings is 
changing; S Khattab is meeting with the Scout leader to discuss. The 
newly introduced cleaning checklist appears to be working well. 

 c)  Footpaths 
Nothing to report 

 d) Highways    
Nothing to report                     

 e) Open Spaces 
Mr B Pretty reported that the apple has been vandalised again and 
he has repainted it. 

 f) Village Field 
Mr L Forgham reported that it had been hoped to get it topped before 
the end of the growing season, but it has been too wet 

 g) Flooding 
Mr A Kent reported that he had received information from SW&T 
regarding flood alleviation 

 h) Trull Village Memorial Hall  
The next meeting is on 4th November and the jumble sale is to be 
held on 2nd November 

 i) Alms Houses 
Nothing to report 
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 j) Parish Charity Lands 
Mrs A Clark asked could grant application forms for the charity be 
made available on the Parish Council website? 
Mrs A Hudson asked if the Alms Houses in Blagdon would be eligible 
to apply, but Mrs Clark confirmed that the boundary does not extend 
that far 

 k) Trull School 
Nothing to report 

 l) Book Exchange 
Nothing to report 

 m) OS Working Group 
Nothing to report 

 n) SALC 
Nothing to report 
 

322/19  Matters of Correspondence for Report 
Nothing to report 
 

323/19  Finance 
 a) Conclusion of Audit 

The clerk reported that the External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 
has been received from PKF Littlejohn LLP confirming that the audit 
for 2018/19 has been completed satisfactorily, with the auditors 
reporting that “in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of 
the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other 
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”. 
The certificate of ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’, and a copy of the 
Annual Governance & Accountability Return has been placed on the 
website as required by statute 

 b) Approval of bank reconciliation 
RESOLVED: 
To approve the bank reconciliation, dated 30.9.19, showing a 
balance of £50,477.69 
£10,239.54 of this balance is held in reserved funds 

 c) Transfer of funds between PC accounts 
RESOLVED: 
To approve the transfer of £10,000 from the Parish Council reserve 
account to the Parish Council current account. Letter of approval of 
transfer signed by Mr A Kent and Mrs J Wooldridge 

 d) Accounts for Payment 
Trull Village Memorial 
Hall 

Hire, 16 &29th Sept £30 

All Saints Trull PCC Newsletter printing. Oct £12 

Earth Anchors Ltd noticeboards £602.40 

Parsons Landscape Ltd Trull Green grass cutting. Sept £110.71 

PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit £360 

ICT Vision Website £150 
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HMRC PAYE/NI. Oct £18.18 

NEST Pension payment. October £69.18 

Clerk Salary. Oct £799.94 

Clerk Travel/broadband & telephone 
/office supplies 

£101.17 

PFMC Transfer of donation received. 
(Cheque made out by donor in 
error to TPC) 

£30 

B Petty Strimmer repairs, fuel £44.95 

J Wooldridge Newsletter distribution £12 
 

 e) Receipts Received 
Donation,  ‘apple’ repairs £500 

Donation for PFMC but chq made out to 
TPC in error 

£30 

Allotment rents, various September 19 £180 

Interest, Lloyds bank September 19 £1.30 
 

 
 

  
 

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 
21.34 

 
 
 

Date of Next Meeting: 18th November 2019 at 7.15pm  
in The Pearce Suite, Trull Village Memorial Hall  

 

 


