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Trull Parish Council 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Trull Parish Council held in The Memorial Hall, Church Road, Trull, on 

Monday 15th July, 2019. 
 

Present: Mr A Kent,  Mrs J Wooldridge, Mr N Hancock, Mrs A Hudson, Mr 
B Pretty, Ms T Dean, Mr D Lindfield Mrs A Clark, Mr L Forgham 
and Mr S Keen together with 7 members of the public.  

In attendance: 
 

 

Mrs R Howat - Clerk  
Cllr M Hill - SWT 
 

Prior to the commencement of the Meeting the Chairman invited comments from members of 
the public relating to items on the agenda, or on issues to be discussed at a later date.  
  
 

233/19    Apologies for absence 
    None 
 
234/19 Declarations of interest 
 None. 
 
235/19 Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2019 

Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June  2019 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman.  

 
236/19   Chairman’s report 
 The threat of a new M5 roundabout at Killams had receded with the announcement 

by Highways England that their preferred route is a modified version of the pink option 
running south of Henlade joining the M5 at an extended Junction 25. The situation 
remains unchanged over the Comeytrowe /Trull development with discussions 
ongoing over the Section 106 agreement.  
There had not been any more issues with vandalism, thanks to the vigilance of Brian 
Pretty. This would be Mrs Howat’s last meeting as Parish Clerk. Three applications 
had been received. Interviews would take place over the next two weeks with the aim 
of announcing a successor by mid-August. 

   
237/19   Police report  
 There was no PCSO in attendance and no report was submitted. 
 
238/19   Somerset County Councillor report  
 Cllr Wedderkopp was not in attendance. 
 
239/19   SWT Councillor report  
 Cllr Sarah Wakefield had given her apologies. Cllr Martin Hill said SWT were 

preparing a Local Development Plan. A steering group had been set up but it would 
require a lot of work. It was important for Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans to be 
specific about building outside the settlement limits in order to give a consistent 
message to developers. 

 
240/19   42/19/0032/T 
              Westbrook, Church Road, Trull 
   Management works to one Field Maple tree in TPO. 
   Resolved: Support 
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241/19   42/19/0025 
              29 Killams Green, Taunton. 
              Conversion of garage to habitable room. 

Resolved: Support. 
 

242/19    Delegated planning 
    There were no delegated planning decisions. 
  
243/19    Decisions by TDBC 

   42/19/0006 
Conversion of part of garage to ancillary accommodation with construction of patio 
area and erection of fencing and gates at Trull Green Farm, Dipford Road, Trull 
(retention of works already undertaken). 

   Conditional approval. 
 

42/19/0008/LB 
 Various internal and external alterations at Trull Green Farm, Dipford Road, Trull 

(retention of works already undertaken). 
  Conditional approval. 

 
244/19    Update on Trull Meadow. 

SWT was exploring the option of buying Trull Meadow to safeguard as an asset for 
the wider community. The initial concept included an expectation that a financial 
contribution would be made by Trull Parish Council to be paid from CIL funds 
received via the Trull/Comeytrowe urban extension, and that Trull Parish Council 
would also manage the land. 
Mr Kent and Mr Pretty had taken a walk around the Meadow to get a feel for 
maintenance issues. These were initially identified as hedge maintenance, clarity 
over boundaries, the Right of Way, and the state of the bank down to the Sherford 
Stream. 
Mr Hill said there had been no response from the landowners regarding the price 
they were expecting to receive for the land. He also pointed out the adopted Trull and 
Staplehay Neighbourhood Plan states that the Parish Council would be interested in 
taking on management of the Meadow. 
 

245/19   A358 Preferred Route  
 Highways England had chosen a modified version of the Pink route for improving the 

A358 between Taunton and Southfields roundabout. Highways England said the 
consultation process had demonstrated support for improving the A358, favouring the 
Pink route. It said the modified version presents the best opportunity to deliver the 
right balance between scheme objectives and costs. The chairman said the 
announcement was good news for the Parish but said it was too soon to relax yet. 

 
246/19   Parking restrictions on Church Road 
              Mr Hancock gave an update on the situation regarding proposed traffic calming 

measures along Church Road with responses received so far to letters sent by the 
Clerk. Rev. Andy Wadsworth of All Saints Church said the Parochial Church Council 
was unable to give consent for widening of the entrance to the car park as Somerset 
County Council is also responsible for an element of maintenance at the entrance and 
has a policy of not providing car parks for any of their schools.  It was felt that 
widening the entrance to the car park would be unlikely to solve the traffic issues; 
would increase speeds and therefore increase safety risks. Somerset Waste 
Partnership had responded to say they would avoid making collections on Church 
Road between 8 – 9.15am and 2.45 and 4pm. There had been no response from the 
landlord of the Winchester Arms. Mr Hancock said he would chase this up. There had 
been no date set for the proposed site meeting in Church Road with the SCC Traffic 
Engineer, who had indicated that it would be possible to look at the extension of the 
school keep clear signs and associated ‘no stopping’ on entrance markings.  These 
works would fall under the Taunton parking review. SCC was not, however, able to 
consider the request for repairs and improvements to the school signs along Church 
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Road because the future works programme would be based on evidence gathered 
from collision and traffic data with the priority being given to road safety and 
congestion issues. 

   
247/19   Electric car charging point 
 Mr Kent had received initial agreement from the Memorial Hall Committee for the 

electric car charging point to be installed in the Church Road car park provided that all 
installation and maintenance costs are met by the Parish Council. 

 A revised presentation was displayed for councillors to consider with a suggestion 
that the Parish Council charge 25 pence per unit of electricity with any profit split 
between TPC and the MHC. 
There would be a limit on how long any car could be connected to the charging point. 
The overall cost of installation would be £3,500 with grants of £1,000 from the 
Government and £1,000 from SWT, leaving a cost to TPC of £1,500 plus VAT. 

 Resolved: To set aside £1,500 towards the electric car charging point subject to 
availability of the £1,000 grant from SWT, and detailed agreement with the MHC over 
installation, maintenance and profit sharing. 

 Ms Dean and Mrs Hudson were against the resolution. 
 
248/19   Consideration of the Autospeedwatch service 

 The Clerk had received correspondence from the founder of AutoSpeedWatch, a tool 
to help make community speed watch easier, safer, and more effective. It uses 
roadside units to record speeders without people needing to be at the roadside. The 
system has been designed specifically for communities suffering speeding issues and 
is fully self-contained and solar-powered. The units cost £295.00 each plus VAT with 
one year’s free data connectivity. Ongoing data connectivity would cost £84.00 a 
year. Councillors felt they needed more information on the efficacy of the service and 
how it would work with the current Community Speed Watch patrols.  

  Resolved: Mr Keen would look into the product in detail and report back. 
 

249/19   Tree work on Carters Way 
 Ms Dean had been unable as yet to obtain three quotes for trimming back the 

Sycamore tree in Carters Way so this item would be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

250/19   Comments arising from community advertising 
 The Clerk had received correspondence from representatives of the Memorial Hall 

and the Trull Church Community Centre who were disappointed that posters 
advertising local events were routinely being taken down and disposed of. They had 
asked if the Parish Council could put a notice in the Parish Magazine and Newsletter 
asking whoever was responsible to leave the notices alone. 
The Clerk had replied to say that displaying posters on private or public property is 
controlled under The Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) 
Regulations 1992. The Parish Council therefore had no power to endorse the 
adverting on land which it did not own. The Clerk suggested that both organisations 
seek the permission of the landowners before displaying posters then it would be 
possible to request that people stop taking them down.  
The Parish Council has its own policy for advertising which covers the KGV Field, 
Trull Green, the allotments, the Village Field and Carters Way.  A request should also 
be made in writing to the Parish Council asking for ongoing permission to advertise 
all non-for-profit or charitable events associated with the Memorial Hall and TCCC on 
Parish Council-owned land. 
 

251/19   Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service Consultation 
               A consultation document had been received on proposed changes to the Devon & 

Somerset Fire & Rescue Service. Under the new proposals, the Service would seek 
to move underused resources from where the risk is low and invest more into work to 
reach the most vulnerable members of society and help keep them safe. This 
includes proposed closures of a number of fire stations where risk and activity is low 
and the removal of fire engines that are underused. The Service would look to 
reinvest some of the financial savings into prevention work in the community. The 
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consultation period will run for 12 weeks starting from 3 July and finishing on 22 
September. 

 Resolved: To put this item on the agenda for September in case, having read the 
document, councillors felt the Parish Council should respond. 

 
252/19   SWT Statement of Community Involvement 

The Strategy team at SWT had started work on the Local Plan for the new     
Council area and was preparing to consult on the Statement of Community       
Involvement (SCI) between 19 July and 30 September. The SCI sets out how SWT 
will involve residents, businesses and stakeholders when it looks at local 
development. It shows that SWT will operate planning in an open, transparent, 
accessible and inclusive way, and will bring a sense of ownership by actively 
involving people in decision making. SWT is planning to consult on the Issues and 
Options document, which is the first stage of the Local Plan, in late autumn.  
Resolved: Ms Dean would lead a working group to look at the Issues and Options 
consultation document in detail when it is announced. 
 

253/19   Invitation to commemorate VE Day 75 
 Further to its involvement in the ‘Battles Over’ commemorations to mark 100 years 

since the end of WW1, the Council had been invited to take part in VE Day 75, being 
organised to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of WW2. VE Day 75, will 
cover the weekend of 8-10 May 2020, and will be an international celebration of 
peace, to remember, reflect and pay tribute to the millions who played a part in 
achieving it. 

 Resolved: Mr Kent would look into the details and come back to the Parish Council 
with further information. 

 
254/19   The Village Field  
 Following the designation of roles and responsibilities at the June meeting, Mr Pretty 

had realised the extent of his commitments and asked to come off the Village Field 
Working Group. It was decided that with the co-option of Mrs Brierley there should be 
enough members. Mr Pretty was happy to act as a consultant. 

 
255/19    Neighbourhood Plan 

There was nothing to report on this item 
 

256/19 KGV Field/Pavilion 
Mr Kent gave a brief account of the recent PFMC meeting. The Pavilion Manager 
had relinquished her position but would continue to act as bookings secretary. Mr 
Pretty would be cleaning the Pavilion. It was proposed to have a deep clean three or 
four times a year. The equipment inspection report had just arrived and would be 
looked at in detail. Ms Dean was getting three quotes for the installation of a 
petanque pitch. There was a new padlock on the gate at the bottom of the KGV Field. 
 

257/19 Footpaths 
Mr Pretty said an Oak tree had been felled in the path between Pokes Lane and 
Wyatts Field. He believed from talking to a local resident that the work was carried 
out by SWT. The Clerk had not been informed of any tree felling and would make 
enquiries to the Tree Officer. 

 
258/19 Highways  

Mr Hancock had received correspondence from a resident in Gatchell Green 
concerned at surfacing problems. Mrs Wooldridge had received numerous calls 
regarding the leak in Church Road which was being repaired. 
 

259/19 Allotments  
A social event held on the community plot on June 30 had been a great success. 
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260/19 Open Spaces 
Mr Pretty had spent an hour clearing broken glass from the area around the kick wall 
following the end of term.  Mr Pretty and Mrs Wooldridge had spoken to a football 
team using the KGV Filed for practice and advised them to contact the Clerk. The 
Clerk had received their email and referred it to the Chairman of the PFMC for 
consideration at the next meeting. 
Mr Pretty and Mr Kent have a meeting planned with GB Sports to discuss repairs to 
the basketball hoop at the kick wall. 
  

261/19 Open Spaces Working Group 
There was nothing to report on this item. 
 

262/19 Flooding 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
263/19 Trull Village Memorial Hall 
  There was nothing to report on this item. 
 

264/19 Alms-houses 
 The Charity was looking for a new Secretary. 
 
265/19    Parish Lands Charity 
 The books are currently being audited ready for the annual accounts. 
 
266/19 Trull School/Pre-School 
                There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
267/19    Book Exchange 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 

 
268/19    SALC 

There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
269/19    Correspondence 
 The Clerk introduced items of correspondence which may be of interest to 

councillors:- 
 Somerset Waste Partnership – June briefing. 
 Alun Griffiths Ltd – J25 June newsletter/updates. 
 Community Council for Somerset – save the date Community Buildings workshop. 
 SWT – Highways work updates. 
 
270/19    Accounts  

   
   Payments:  

Trull Village Memorial Hall 
(Hire 24/6/19)……………….…...………................................................................£18 
 
All Saints Trull PCC 
Newsletter printing………….…...………................................................................£12 

 
All Saints Trull PCC 
Book bag ad printing………….…...………...............................................................£3 
 
Mrs R Howat 
Stamps/stationery/newsletter delivery………………………….…...…………....£18.76 
 
Mrs R Howat 
Newsquest job advert………………………………………...............................£188.40 
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SALC 
Cllr training……………………………………….....................................................£50 
 
Ron Vining 
Maintenance Jan/June……………………………….........................................£150 
 
Brian Pretty 
Materials for relocating dog waste bin………………........................................£12.82 
 
HMRC 
April, May, June NI……………………………………….....................................£86.64 
 
Parsons Landscapes Ltd 
Trull Green grass cutting June.......................................................................£110.71 
 
Salary 
Mrs R Howat 
Minus NI and Pension contributions…………………………………….………£907.27 
 
Receipts 
None 
 

 
271/19     Matters to Report from Parish Council for inclusion on the next Agenda 

    None. 
 
272/19 Date of Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will take place on Monday 16th September 2019. 

 
 
 
 

 The Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.41pm. 
 
 

                Signed……………………………………… Chairman of Trull Parish Council 
 
   
      Date………………………………………. 


