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Trull Parish Council 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Trull Parish Council held in The Memorial Hall, Church Road, Trull, on 

Monday 24th June, 2019. 
 

Present: Mr A Kent,  Mrs J Wooldridge, Mr N Hancock, Mrs A Hudson, Mr 
B Pretty, Ms T Dean, Mr D Lindfield and Mr S Keen together with 
11 members of the public.  

In attendance: 
 

 

Mrs R Howat - Clerk  
Cllr A Wedderkopp 
Cllr M Hill 
 

Prior to the commencement of the Meeting the Chairman invited comments from members of 
the public relating to items on the agenda, or on issues to be discussed at a later date.  
  
 

187/19    Apologies for absence 
    Mrs A Clark, Mr L Forgham. 
 
188/19 Declarations of interest 
 None. 
 
189/19 Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2019 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May  2019 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman.  

 
190/19   Chairman’s report 
 The Chairman offered condolences to Rebecca Pow MP whose husband had died. 

He would write a letter on behalf of the Council. Highways England had not yet 
announced their preferred route for the Taunton to Southfields A358 dualling. 
However, the Chairman had seen an FOI response revealing that Highways England 
had met with Taylor Wimpey who have purchased land south of the M5 as a long-
term opportunity for residential development. S106 discussions were still ongoing 
around the Trull/Comeytrowe development. More vandalism had occurred on the 
KGV playing field when some notices were damaged beyond repair, the top was 
broken off the picnic table and a gang of youths had tried to uproot the basketball net 
on the kick wall.  After seven years with the Parish Council, the Clerk had tendered 
her resignation and arrangements would be made to recruit a replacement. 
  

191/19   Police report  
 PCSO Wearmouth had submitted a report which the Clerk read out. Since the last 

meeting there had been a total of 10 calls from the Trull area -5 contact , 1 domestic, 
1 traffic, 1 damage, 1 threats, 1 animal. There were only two recorded crimes. There 
had been an  increase in theft from sheds in the Taunton area. People are asked to 
be vigilant and for anything suspicious to be reported.  There would be a new team 
member Catherine Richards. 

 
192/19   Somerset County Councillor report  
 Cllr Wedderkopp had agreed with the Parish Council’s stance so far on the incursion 

into Trull Meadow and thought it would be a good time to reinforce the protection of 
the Meadow in forthcoming policy reviews. 

              He had attended a meeting of the Somerset Rivers Authority and drawn attention to 
the money being spent on the Somerset Levels while nothing was being spent on the 
Trull catchment where the Sherford Stream and Galmington Stream both enter the 
Tone. 
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              SCC and SWT are making a combined bid for money from the Urban Tree Challenge 
which would use tree planting as a way of counteracting flood risk. 

 
193/19   SWT Councillor report  
 Cllr Sarah Wakefield had given her apologies. Cllr Martin Hill would speak at item 9. 
 
194/19   42/19/0016/T 
              Lanacre, Trull Road. 
   Management works to one Walnut tree in TPO. 
              This application had been given conditional support by SWT prior to the meeting. 

 
195/19   42/19/0018 and 42/19/0020/LB 
              Boxenhedge, Daws Green 
              Replacement of single storey lean to and various internal and external alterations. 
              The applicants were invited to address councillors, who welcomed their plans to      
              renovate the property, although Ms Dean had concerns about the proposed      
              replacement porch 

Resolved: Support. 
 

196/19   42/19/0021 
              4 The Paddock, Honiton Road. 
              Erection of two storey and single storey extension. 
 The immediate neighbour was invited to address the meeting and voiced concern 

over the impact of the proposals on his property and on the character of The 
Paddock.  
Resolved: Object due to the overbearing nature of the proposed extensions; the 
layout and density, in particular the boundary wall, which will affect the character of 
The Paddock and impact on neighbours. 
 

197/19   42/19/0022 
              Land to the rear of Applecombe Cottage, Wild Oak Lane. 
              Outline permission with all matters reserved, except for access, for the erection of       
              one dwelling. 
              Two members of the public were invited to address the meeting with concerns over 

the proposal. Members were concerned at the proposal, in particular the access and 
the precedent it would set on land protected by the adopted Neighbourhood Plan.   
Resolved: Object. The proposed dwelling contravenes policy DM1 of SWT’s Core 
Strategy and is not included in the Adopted Site Allocations and Development 
Management Plan. The Parish Council has sought to protect the whole of Trull 
Meadow from development. It is designated as Local Green Space under policy E1 of 
the adopted Trull and Staple hay Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

198/19    Delegated planning 
    There were no delegated planning decisions. 
  
199/19    Decisions by TDBC 

   There were no decisions reported. 

 
200/19    Incursion into Trull Meadow 
 The enforcement officer at SWT had advised that a recent site visit found that the 

area of land to the rear of properties in Queens Drive, which has been fenced off, is 
not being used as part of the domestic gardens. The grass has been left to grow long 
and there are no items of a domestic nature located on the ground and no sign of 
domestic use. As a result there is no outstanding breach of planning control and the 
enforcement file had been closed  without further action. The officer does  not have 
the capacity to regularly monitor the site and has requested to be kept informed if 
evidence is seen that the land is being used in a domestic way. 
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There had been no response from the Chair of Governors of Queens College asking 
for information on the progress of the sale and the plans, if any, for the remainder of 
the land. 
Cllr Martin Hill had met with senior officers at SWT to discuss the concept of SWT 
buying the whole of Trull Meadow to safeguard as an asset for the wider community 
not exclusively for Trull parish residents. Initial thoughts were that SWT could buy the 
land and seek a contribution from Trull Parish Council to be paid from CIL funds 
received via the Trull/Comeytrowe urban extension. The expectation was that Trull 
Parish Council would also manage the land. 
SWT had also written to residents in properties being offered land at Trull Meadow to 
advise them that it is protected green space. 
Councillors questioned whether the purposed of CIL money was to buy agricultural 
land, and were cautious about the costs and implications of maintaining it. 
Resolved: To express an interest in hearing more about the proposal and the 
implications for Trull Parish Council. 

 
201/19   Parking restrictions on Church Road 

 Resolutions from the last meeting had been actioned with letters sent to Rev Andy 
Wadsworth asking the Parochial Church Council to give consideration to widening of 
the entrance to the car park; the landlord of the Winchester Arms asking if their 
deliveries can be made at times which don’t clash with school drop-off and pick-up; 
and the Somerset Waste Partnership asking if their refuse and recycling lorries can 
collect at times of the day that don’t clash with school drop-off / pick-up times. 

 A letter had also been sent to SCC Highways requesting:-  an extension of the zig 
zag lines immediately outside the school and whether extra signage is required 
alongside to make them legally enforceable, the repair/improvement of school 
highways signs along Church Road, the possibility of a one way system involving 
Wild Oak Lane and Church Road at certain times of the day,  and information on the 
extended parking restrictions around Parkfield Primary School and whether there is 
anything they do which could benefit Trull. 

 The only response so far had been from the SCC Highways Engineer who said they 
could look at the extension of the school keep clear signs and associated ‘no stopping 
on entrance markings. These works would fall under the Taunton Parking Review.  
The Engineer had suggested a site meeting to discuss the request in futher detail. 

 They were unable to consider the request to repair/improve school highways signs 
along Church Road at this time because the future works programme will be based 
on evidence gathered from collision and traffic data with the priority being given to 
road safety and congestion issues.  

 Resolved: To request a site meeting in Church Road with the SCC Traffic Engineer.  
 
202/19   Parking in the Amberd Lane lay-by 

                Following complaints about a lorry parked in the lay-by adjacent to the Village Field in 
Amberd Lane, the Clerk had written requesting advice from SCC Highways and the 
Police. Both had replied to say they were not able to take action to prevent the vehicle 
occupying the lay-by. SCC said there is nothing they can do as there are no 
restrictions at this location to enforce. Regulation 103 of Road Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) Regulations 1986, states that “no person in charge of a motor vehicle or 
trailer may cause or permit the vehicle or trailer to stand on a road so as to cause any 
unnecessary obstruction of the road”.  The police have powers under the 1980 Act to 
remove the vehicle if it’s causing an obstruction. 

 The PCSO’s advised that a vehicle needs to be parked in such a manner as to ‘not 
allow free passageway along the highway’, meaning no traffic would be able to pass 
the static vehicle in order for them to take such action. Providing the vehicle is taxed 
and insured it legally parked and there is nothing they can do. 

 Councillors considered that the only option available was to request a restriction in 
the layby with parking limited to two hours. 

 Resolved: To request that the SCC Traffic Engineer adds a request for the limited 
waiting restriction in the Amberd Lane lay-by to the Taunton Traffic Review, and to 
discuss this in detail at the proposed site meeting.  
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203/19   Honiton Road lay-by 
 A letter  had been received from a resident concerned that cars are  parking in  the 

lay by outside Trull Stores for an  “unacceptable “length of time, possibly affecting 
trade when other customers cannot park close by. 

 The correspondent noted that the road layout will change when the proposed urban 
extension takes place, but suggested in the meantime that the Parish Council ask 
SCC Highways to consider enforcing a 30 minute limited waiting time in the layby. 
Resolved: To add the request to the list of items to be discussed at the proposed site 
meeting with the SCC Traffic Engineer. 

 
204/19   Dog waste bin in Pokes Lane 
 A letter had been received from a resident in Southwell Close asking for the dog 

waste bin at the rear of their property on Pokes Lane to be re-sited. The box is often 
overflowing and is smelly in hot weather which spoils the enjoyment of their garden. It 
also represents a hazard when they want to access Pokes Lane from their back gate. 

 Councillors agreed that the position of the waste bin was not ideal and it would make 
sense to move it since changes had been made to the layout of the KGV Playing 
Field and Pokes Lane. 

 Resolved: To authorise the repositioning of the dog waste bin at a cost of up to £30, 
to a new position just inside the KGV Playing Field to be chosen by the Playing Field 
Management Committee. 
 

205/19   Noticeboard provision 
The condition of the noticeboard at the bottom of Pokes Lane beside Trull Primary 
School had begun to deteriorate further despite recent attempts to improve it. Mr 
Pretty felt it would not be useable for much longer and it would be timely to replace it. 
The Clerk had investigated three types of noticeboard with images and specifications  
displayed for Councillors to see. It was agreed that the best option would be one 
lockable noticeboard with magnetic backing for Parish Council use only and another, 
unlocked with a cork backing, for use by the community. 
Resolved: To buy one Tradition Notice Board for Parish Council use at a cost of 
£171 pus VAT, and one Tradition Notice Board for £171.00 plus VAT with an extra 
£80 plus VAT for cork backing for community use. 

 
206/19   Carters Way maintenance 
 The Clerk had received a request from the owners of Higher Lea for the large 

Sycamore tree in Carters Way to be trimmed back. Miss Dean had noticed, during a 
visit with the Open Spaces Working Group, that the replacement hedge provided by 
the owners of Higher Lea after the removal of several tress was approved, had been 
planted just outside their boundary encroaching on the boarder of Caters Way. Left 
untended the hedge would grow over the path. The Clerk noted that the owners had 
already agreed to maintain both sides of the hedge. 
Resolved: To write to the owners of Higher Lea observing that the hedge had been 
planted outside their boundary and to make it clear that the Parish Council expect 
them to keep it properly maintained so as not to block the footpath. 
 

207/19   KGV Playing Field update 
 Mr Pretty had notified the police about recent vandalism on the KGV playing field 

when notices were damaged, the top was broken off one picnic table and the 
basketball hoop on the kick wall had been loosened. The issue would be discussed at 
the PFMC meeting on July 8. 

 
208/19   The Village Field  
  The solicitor acting for Trull Parish Council had written to Wessex Water requesting 

an amendment to the Deed of Easement in relation to Clause 5 to reflect the rights 
set out in the Section 104 Agreement, and  the provisions of draft Village Field Policy 
regarding responsibility for management and maintenance of the attenuation pond. 
He was also seeking a requirement in the Deed that Wessex Water should take 
reasonable and proper steps to ensure the safety of members of the public who will 
have access to the Village Field. This was seen as preferable to the Parish Council 
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approaching Wessex Water to ask for them to take appropriate steps to ensure public 
safety around their areas of responsibility as indicated at the last meeting. 

 Mrs Brierley had suggested that a working party should remove the dead wood on 
some trees that are showing signs of growth further down the trunks, and check the 
newly planted trees in case any ties are too tight. It had been advised by the grass 
cutting contractor that it would be counterproductive to cut the grass around the base 
of the trees. Mrs Brierley had indicated that she would be happy to be co-opted onto 
the Village Field Working Group. 
 

209/18   Appointment of roles and responsibilities 
 Members were asked to consider their roles and responsibilities for 2019/20. 
 Resolved: Councillors will assume the following roles and responsibilities:-  
              PFMC- A Kent, T Dean, J Wooldridge, B Pretty, A Clark, A Hudson, D Lindfield 

Open Spaces Working Group - T Dean, A Kent, B Pretty, S Keen 
Village Field Working Group - L Forgham, J Wooldridge, L Brierley (Co-opted) 
Reporting:- 
Planning- T Dean, D Lindfield 
Footpaths (PPLO) – B Pretty 
Highways- N Hancock, L Forgham 
Allotments – J Wooldridge 
Open Spaces – B Pretty, L Forgham 
Book Exchange – D Luke 
Flooding – A Kent 
KGV- A Clark 
Play equipment – B Pretty, A Kent 
Trull Primary School – S Keen 
Governance:- 
Asset Management – B Pretty, N Hancock 
Employment Liaison – J Wooldridge 
Financial Regulation – N Hancock 
Outside bodies:- 
Trull Neighbourhood Plan – T Dean, S Keen 
Alms House Charity – A Hudson 
SALC – A Kent 
Trullfest – L Forgham 
Trull Memorial Hall – S Keen 
Parish Lands Charity – A Clark 
CPWG – J Wooldridge 
20-year Transport Plan – A Kent 
A358 Forum – A Kent 
Comeytrowe Consortium – J Wooldridge, T Dean 
 

210/18    Annual Governance Statement 
 The Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19, as approved by the internal auditor,       
 was presented for approval by the Council. 
 Resolved: The Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19 was approved and   
 signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 
 

211/18    Accounting Statements 
 The accounting statements for 2018/19 were presented for approval. 
 Resolved:  The accounting statements for 2018/19 were approved and signed by    
 the Chairman and Clerk. 
 

212/18    Insurance Cover 
 The Council had entered a long term insurance cover agreement with Came and 

Company for three years commencing in 2018/19. The premium of £1,242.74 for 
2019/20 was now due 
 Resolved: To approve payment of the insurance premium for 2019/20 as presented.  
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213/18    Membership renewals 
Payment for affiliation to the Somerset Association of Local Councils for 2019/20 was 
now due. The cost of membership for one year was £593.51. 
Membership of the Somerset Playing Fields Association was due for 2019/20. The 
amount of £15 would be paid from the PFMC account. 
Resolved:   
1) To approve payment of £593.51 to SALC. 
2) To approve payment of £15 to the SPFA from the PFMC account. 

 
214/18    Arrangements for appointing a Clerk 

The Clerk had resigned in writing on June 14 giving one month’s notice as required in 
the Contract of Employment. The Clerk was willing to stay on until August 31 in order 
to handover to the new Clerk. The Council would now need to make arrangements for 
the appointment of a new Clerk with associated advertising. 
Resolved:  Mr Kent, Mrs Wooldridge and Mr Hancock would oversee the 
appointment of a new Clerk. 

 
215/19    Neighbourhood Plan 

The Group would be reviewing the Neighbourhood Plan this year but no date had 
been set. 
 

216/19 KGV Field/Pavilion 
The Pavilion Manager had relinquished her position but would continue to act as 
bookings secretary. Mr Pretty would be cleaning the Pavilion. 
 

217/19 Footpaths 
Mr Pretty had been asked to investigate obstruction of footpath T29/15 after it was 
apparently ploughed up by a farmer. He would report the incident to SCC. 

 
218/19 Highways  

SCC Highways had confirmed that a scheme has now been issued to install a new 
drainage line in Honiton Road/Amberd Lane to address the ongoing issue of flooding. 
They hope to complete the work by early autumn.  
 

219/19 Allotments  
All plots had now been let. A social event was being held on the community plot on 
June 30. 
 

220/19 Open Spaces 
Mr Pretty had begun clearing excess growth around the base of the Lime trees on 
the KGV Playing Field beside Pokes Lane. 
 

221/19 Open Spaces Working Group 
The group had begun work on Carters Way. The Chairman had been part of a 
residents working party at Dipford. 
 

222/19 Flooding 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
223/19 Trull Village Memorial Hall 
  There was nothing to report on this item. 
 

224/19 Alms-houses 
 The next meeting would take place in August. 
 
225/19    Parish Lands Charity 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
226/19 Trull School/Pre-School 
              The Trull School Summer Fete would take place on 6th July.  
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227/19    Book Exchange 
 Mrs Luke wished to thank Mr Pretty for repainting the book exchange which she felt 

was looking very smart in its blue livery.   Not so many people are contributing at this 
time of year but there is still plenty of movement and the turnaround is healthy.    
There is still a problem with people donating oversize books and old magazines 
despite requests in the newsletter not to. 
 

228/19    SALC 
There was nothing to report on this item. 

 
229/19    Correspondence 
 The Clerk introduced items of correspondence which may be of interest to 

councillors:- 
  Highways England - M5 J24 to J26 Central reservation and drainage repair works. 
 SWT – Highways work updates. 
 Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service - Service Delivery Operating Model 

Proposal. 
 Bruno Peek Queens Pageant master – invitation to celebrate VE DAY 75 - 8TH MAY 

2020. 
 David Orr – Correspondence re A358 
 Avon and Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner – newsletter. 
 Autospeedwatch Ltd – introduction. 

 
230/19    Accounts  

   
   Payments:  

Trull Village Memorial Hall 
(Hire 20/5/19)……………….…...………................................................................£18 

 
Mrs R Howat 
Stamps/stationery.…………..…………………………………….………………....£9.15 
 
Came and Company 
Insurance 2019/2020………………………………………............................£1,242.74 
 
SALC 
Affiliation 2019/2020………………………………………................................£593.51 
 
Came and Company 
Insurance 2019/2020………………………………………............................£1,242.74 
 
Bryan Howe 
Internal audit………………………………………............................................£260.70 
 
Brian Pretty 
Lawnmower petrol……………………………………….......................................£5.99 
 
Gordon Matravers 
Spraying on Village Field………………………………………..........................£275.52 
 
Brian Lenthall 
Tree work on Village Field………………………………………............................£720 
 
Parsons Landscapes Ltd 
Trull Green grass cutting April........................................................................£110.71 
 
Salary 
Mrs R Howat 
Minus NI and Pension contributions…………………………………….………£907.03 
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Receipts 
None 

 
231/19     Matters to Report from Parish Council for inclusion on the next Agenda 

    None. 
 
232/19 Date of Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will take place on Monday 15th July 2019. 

 
 
 
 

 The Chairman closed the Meeting at 10pm. 
 
 

                Signed……………………………………… Chairman of Trull Parish Council 
 
   
      Date………………………………………. 


