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Trull Parish Council 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Trull Parish Council held in The Memorial Hall, Church Road, Trull, on 

Monday 20th May, 2019. 
 

Present: Mr A Kent,  Mrs J Wooldridge, Mr N Hancock, Mrs A Hudson, Mr 
B Pretty, Ms T Dean, Mrs A Clark and Mr L Forgham together 
with 14 members of the public.  

In attendance: 
 

 

Mrs R Howat - Clerk  
Cllr S Wakefield – SWT 
Cllr M Hill - SWT 
PCSO Lyndsay Smith 
 

Prior to the commencement of the Meeting the Chairman invited comments from members of 
the public relating to items on the agenda, or on issues to be discussed at a later date.  
  
146/19    Election of Chairman 
    Ms Dean proposed that Mr Anthony Kent be elected as Chairman and was   
    seconded by Mr Pretty. 
    Resolved: Mr Kent was elected as Chairman for the year and signed the Declaration 
    of Acceptance of Office. 
 
147/19    Election of Vice-Chairman 
    Mrs Clarke proposed that Mrs Wooldridge be re-elected as Vice Chairman and was 
    seconded by Mr Pretty. 
    Resolved: Mrs Wooldridge was elected as Vice Chairman for the year. 
 

148/19    Apologies for absence 
    None. 
 
149/19 Declarations of interest 
 None. 
 
150/19 Minutes of the meeting held on 15th April 2019 

Minutes of the meeting held on 15th April  2019 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman.  
 

151/19   Matters arising 
 121/19 - The Tree Officer confirmed that one large hybrid poplar had been removed 

following a severe limb failure during recent winds. This was not protected by TPO. 
He would be visiting the site to investigate further. 
115/19 - Following concern that the data was captured in Amberd Lane in only one 
direction over one single week, it was suggested that devices should be installed in 
both directions for two similar periods for a larger study. PCSO Smith had advised 
that this would not be possible. 

 
152/19 Co-option of two new councillors 

 Four applications had been received for the two vacancies. The applicants were all 
given the opportunity to address the meeting – three were able to attend and speak, 
one was unable to attend but the submitted application was read aloud by the 
Chairman. 

 Kevin Smith was proposed by Mr Kent. David Lindfield was proposed by Mr Forgham. 
Sue Khattab was proposed by Mrs Hudson. Steve Keen was proposed by Ms Dean.  

 Councillors voted to fill each vacancy in turn through ballot papers which were verified 
by the Clerk. The candidates needed a clear majority of four votes to succeed.  



 2 

 Resolved: Mr Lindfield and Mr Keen were co-opted to Trull Parish Council and joined 
the meeting after signing their individual declarations of acceptance. 

 
153/19   Chairman’s report 
 The Chairman welcomed Cllr Sarah Wakefield and Cllr Martin Hill as the newly 

elected District Councillors. Mr and Mrs Patel had been welcomed the previous month 
as the new owners of Trull Stores. They had since been burgled when the takings 
from the shop and Post Office were stolen. The Chairman said village shops are 
essential to the community and need our support if they are to survive. The teenage 
swings had been relocated close to the kick wall on the KGV playing field and all the 
play equipment is now fully operational.  

   
154/19   Police report  

 PCSO Lyndsay Smith had submitted a report which the Chairman read out. Since the 
last meeting there were seven crimes recorded- 3 anti-social behaviour, 1 abandoned 
999 call, 1 suspicious incident, 1 road related incident, 1 burglary (investigation is 
ongoing).  People are reminded to make sure outbuildings are locked and secured 
due to a spike in shed break-ins and burglaries at this time of year, and to report 
anything suspicious through 101.  There has also been an increase in theft from 
motor vehicles, predominately in the town. People are reminded not to leave any 
valuable items in the car. 

  
155/19   Somerset County Councillor report  
 Cllr Wedderkopp had given his apologies. 
 
156/19   SWT Councillor report  
 Cllr Sarah Wakefield and Cllr Martin Hill introduced themselves and outlined their 

areas of expertise. They were looking forward to working with the Parish Council in 
their role as members of the new SWT council which would be modern and efficient. 
Cllr Wakefield encouraged people to use the SWT website. 

 
157/19   42/19/0013 
              Higher Lea, Wild Oak Lane. 
              Single storey extension to the front. 
              This application had been given conditional support by SWT prior to the meeting. 

 
158/19   42/19/0015 
              Amberd Barn, Amberd Lane. 
              Erection of two timber sheds for domestic use. Retention of works already     
              undertaken. Amended. 

Resolved: Object for the reasons given on previous occasions. The Council 
reinforced its objection due to the overbearing nature of the timber sheds particularly 
the one that has already been constructed. The design and appearance of the sheds 
is out of keeping with the street scene and will impact on the visual amenity of the 
area.  The building already in place is above natural ground level; can be seen by 
neighbouring properties, and has changed the appearance of Amberd Lane. In 
addition the Parish Council continues to have concerns about the boundary wall. 
 

159/19    Delegated planning 
    There were no delegated planning decisions. 
  
160/19    Decisions by TDBC 

  42/19/0013 
   Erection of a single storey extension to the front of Higher Lea, Wild Oak Lane, Trull. 

   Conditional approval. 
 

161/19    Incursion into Trull Meadow 
Following information that a piece of land at Trull Meadow had been sold to the 
owners of six properties in Queens Drive and that fencing had put up, the planning 
enforcement officer at SWT had replied to say that the use of the land for domestic 
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purposes or for any purpose other than for the lawful agricultural use does require 
planning permission. If the homeowners are using the land as part of their domestic 
curtilage then a breach of planning control has occurred. If they want to use the land 
recently fenced off within Trull Meadow as part of the domestic garden they should 
submit a planning application for a change of use from agriculture to domestic 
garden.  The officer requested that they either apply for planning permission to 
regularise the domestic use of the land or cease any domestic use of the area, 
including the removal of all domestic items and planting from the land. She further 
advised that they should reinstate a dividing boundary between the lawful domestic 
garden and the agricultural field within 28 days to achieve compliance. If no 
application is received or the breach is not rectified then SWT will consider whether 
to pursue formal Enforcement Action.  
There was mounting concern at the offer of land for sale in the Meadow behind 
houses on Wild Oak Lane. 
Cllr Wakefield said she had concerns that the sales were part of a bigger plan to 
develop the land and steps should be taken to prevent that now. 
The Council heard from one homeowner with “deep concerns” about the way the 
proposed sale was being conducted in Wild Oak Lane with the worry that if 
homeowners did not buy the plot behind them it could be offered to neighbours, 
coupled with concerns at the impact on the wider community who use the Meadow. 
Ms Dean said the land is outside settlements limits and is a designated green wedge 
in the SWT Core Strategy. It is also a local green space in the adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan. However, stronger policies needed to be put in place and these 
would be looked at when the Plan is reviewed this year. 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group had met to discuss the way forward and had written 
to homeowners in Wild Oak Lane pointing out the issues raised by the sale in 
Queens Drive. It was also writing to the Chief Executive of SWT making him aware of 
the sale, and had requested that Trull Parish Council write to Queens College asking 
for information about the proposed sale of its land. 
Mr Kent said he had been in touch with the Chair of Governors, Mark Edwards, 
asking for time to be given while discussions are held locally about the possibility of 
buying the land. There would be no further information available on this until June. 
Resolved:  
1) To write to SWT asking for a progress report on the breach at Queens Drive, and 
requesting enforcement action if there had been no planning application made or re-
instatement work carried out.  
2) To write to Queens College asking for information on the progress of the sale and 
the plans if any for the remainder of the land. 

 
162/19   Parking restrictions on Church Road 

 Following submission of the revised request for double yellow lines to alleviate 
problems of vehicles turning out of Orchard Close onto Church Road, a  meeting had 
been held to discuss wider issues of traffic volume and parking in Church Road 
during school pick-up and drop-off times. 

 Representatives of the Parish Council, Trull School, and All Saints Church were 
joined by local residents to consider the issues. 

 Although a lot of parents use the main car park in the village, there are many that 
park along Church Road creating a danger for parents and children walking. Local 
residents struggle to come out of their driveways and delivery lorries also have 
difficulty trying to go down Church Road during these busy periods.  

 It was noted that attempts to address these issues and speeding had been made on 
several occasions by the School and the Parish Council. 

 It was agreed to investigate several ideas to address the key issues. 
 Resolved:  
              1) Request that the Rev Andy Wadsworth ask the Parochial Church Council to give 

consideration to widening of the entrance to the car park.   
 2) Write to SCC Highways to request an extension of zig zag lines immediately 

outside the school and question if extra signage is required alongside the zig zag 
lines to make them legally enforceable: to request the repair/improvement of school 
highways signs along Church Road; to question the possibility of a one way system 
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involving Wild Oak Lane and Church Road at certain times of the day; and to request 
information on the extended parking restrictions around Parkfield Primary School and 
whether there is anything they do which could benefit Trull. 
3) To write to the Winchester Arms to see if their deliveries can be made at times 
which don’t clash with school drop-off and pick-up. 
6) To write to the Somerset Waste Partnership to ask if their refuse and recycling 
lorries can collect at times of the day that don’t clash with school drop-off / pick-up 
times. 
 

163/19   Electric car charging point 
 An informal meeting with members of the Memorial Hall Committee had taken place 

outlining the proposals for a double car charging socket in the car park outside the 
building. Mr Kent had been asked to submit a formal letter setting out the proposals 
and seeking the support of the Memorial Hall Committee. He then hoped to be in a 
position to present a full business case in July. 

 A revised presentation was displayed for councillors to consider. Ms Dean questioned 
why the Memorial Hall Committee was not being encouraged to pursue the project 
themselves. Mr Kent said their charitable status would not allow it. 

 Ms Dean abstained from the vote. 
 Resolved: To write to the Memorial Hall Committee formally requesting permission 

for the electric car charging point in the Memorial Hall car park. 
 

164/19   Tree management on Trull Green 
A condition report on the three Black Poplars had been received from Arboricare Ltd 
and circulated to councillors for consideration. The report concluded that all three 
trees have extensive stem base decay present. The stem test showed that the decay 
is at approximately 90% of the stem at the test points, and failure of any one of the 
trees is a moderate risk.  
The report recommended that removal of all three trees and their stumps is carried 
out within six months, and that replanting with agreed species should be carried out 
during winter 2019. 
Mr Pretty had received three quotes for removal of the trees and the stumps together 
with the stumps already left in the ground. He suggested that Arboricare Ltd be given 
the contract, as they have already been asked to carry out crown raising work on the 
Maple tree. 
Discussions on a re-planting scheme for Trull Green would be held with residents and 
the wider community. 
Resolved:  
1) To contract Arboricare Ltd to carry out felling of the three remaining poplars and 
remove all stumps. 
2) To apply to SWT for a notification to fell trees in a conservation area and carry out 
management work to the Maple. 
3) Mr Pretty will talk to neighbouring residents to ask for their involvement in the re-
planting decisions. The Clerk would also put a notice in the newsletter and parish 
magazine asking for the whole community to get involved. 

 
165/19   Speeding on Dipford Road 
 There had been two accidents involving cars travelling too fast along Dipford Road in 

the past month. There is no 30mph speed limit on the section of road running past 
Dipford Orchard. The pavement is so narrow in places that children walking to school 
with their parents often have to step into the road. There is no pedestrian crossing 
from the development to the pavement on the other side 
The main problem is vehicles from the Angersleigh direction driving too fast. Cars 
speed up after the 30mph sign at the top of the road and fail to realise that the road 
narrows and there is housing development there.  

 SCC Highways rejected a request to extend the 30mph speed limit some years ago 
on the grounds that not enough residents had direct access to the road to justify it. 
This view had not changed when one resident raised the issue after the two most 
recent accidents. Mr Kent felt that a sign was needed warning drivers approaching 
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from the Angersleigh direction that there is a development around the corner with 
vulnerable pedestrians in the road. 
Resolved: To write to SCC Highways supporting calls for an extended 30mph limit 
and asking at the very least for warning signs that pedestrians are in the road. 
 

166/19   Parking in the Amberd Lane lay-by 
                Complaints had been received about the lorry parked in the lay-by adjacent to the 

Village Field in Amberd Lane.  Residents were concerned that the vehicle is unsightly 
and stops other drivers from accessing the layby to enjoy the public right of way 
through the field. The Parish Council owns the Village Field but has no powers over 
the highway. 

                Resolved: To write to SCC Highways and the Police to ask whether either or both of 
them can take action to prevent the vehicle occupying the lay-by. 
 

167/19   Honiton Road mile stone 
Former Parish councillor Don Archer had noticed that the historic milestone at the 
junction of Honiton Road and Wyatts Field is being concealed by overgrown 
vegetation and the writing on it is in a poor condition. In the past, Mr Archer had 
contacted the Heritage Officer at the district council on behalf of the Parish Council 
and they had arranged for it to be refurbished.  
Resolved: To ask SWT to maintain the listed monument as a matter of urgency. 

 
168/19   The Village Field  
 The ties on some of the young trees had been loosened but others would need to be 

checked.  It was also suggested that the working group get rid of the dead wood on 
some trees that are showing signs of growth further down the trunks and clear dead 
weeds from around base.  Mrs Brierley was willing to be co-opted to the working 
group now that she was no longer a parish councillor. 

 The Solicitor dealing with the Deed of Easement between Trull Parish Council and 
Wessex Water had drawn attention to Clause 5 which obliges the Council “to 
maintain, repair, renew and replace the SUDS Facility at all times and keep the same 
in a clean and tidy operative condition so as to ensure it permits the discharge of 
water from the Outfall Discharge.” This was contrary to the confirmation from 
Strongvox Ltd that all maintenance and operation of this attenuation pond is the 
responsibility of the Management Company, as indicated in the draft Village Field 
Policy - "The appointed management company is responsible for the management 
and maintenance of the attenuation pond as stated in writing by Paul Hollyman, 
Technical Planning Manager of Strongvox Ltd, on 16.02.2018. Maintenance of the 
attenuation pond is to be carried out by the appointed management company in 
accordance with the schedule approved by Taunton Deane Borough Council under 
application 42/14/0010." 

 The Solicitor further recommended that some additional provision should be included 
in the Deed for Wessex Water to take steps for safety bearing in mind that the 
members of the public have access to the property. 

 Resolved:  
 1) To instruct the solicitor to seek an amendment to the Deed of Easement in relation 

to Clause 5 and to seek agreement in the Deed for Wessex Water to take appropriate 
steps to ensure public safety around their areas of responsibility. 

 
169/19    Neighbourhood Plan 

The Group would be reviewing the Neighbourhood Plan this year. 
 

170/19 KGV Field/Pavilion 
The Somerset Playing Fields Association had advised that the Annual Inspection of 
play equipment would take place in May/June.  
 

171/19 Footpaths 
Mr Pretty asked if a letter of thanks could be sent to Mr Sidney French who had 
provided ballast for the repair of footpaths and assistance with the relocation of the 
swings on the KGV Field. The Clerk would write an appropriate letter of thanks. 
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172/19 Highways  
 SWT had begun issuing updates on Highway Works the area. These had been 

circulated to councillors. 
There had been no response from SCC Highways regarding the schedule of work for 
repairing the drain in Honiton Road. 
 

173/19 Allotments  
Items donated to the allotment by the Chairman had all found a home. 
Vehicles were increasingly being parked in the allotment and in front of the gates 
blocking the entrance and making mowing difficult. The Clerk would remind plot 
holders of the requirement to keep the entrance clear and only bring vehicles into the 
allotment to drop off and unload. 
 

174/19 Open Spaces 
Mrs Pretty reported that: 

 The Clematis at the side of the Pavilion had been replaced. 

 A section of fencing at bottom of KGV field would need replacing. 

 The trees on Trull Green several years ago were now in need of stronger 
stakes. 

 Carters Way was in need of urgent maintenance. 

 The Yellow Rattle in the wildflower area was growing very slowly. Ms Dean said 
she felt it was establishing itself well but would take time. 

 
175/19 Open Spaces Working Group 

The group would begin work on Carters Way at the next meeting. 
 
176/19 Flooding 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
177/19 Trull Village Memorial Hall 
  Mr Kent had attended the last meeting. The Committee had agreed to invest in a new    
               sound and projection system which should be installed later this year. The old   
               system will be installed in the Pearce Suite. Once the new system is installed, they  
               plan to increase the cost of tickets by an average of 50p. A table tennis club is being  
               set up.  
 
178/19 Alms-houses 
 The rents had been increased. New radiators had been installed and consideration 

was now being given to external insulation. The four members are currently working 
well together. 

 
179/19    Parish Lands Charity 

A meeting was scheduled for4th June. 
 
180/19 Trull School/Pre-School 
              There was nothing to report on this item. 

 
181/19    Book Exchange 
 There was nothing to report on this item. 

 
182/19    SALC 

There was nothing to report on this item. 
 
183/19    Correspondence 
 The Clerk introduced items of correspondence which may be of interest to 

councillors:- 
 Somerset Waste Partnership – April briefing. 
 Alun Griffiths – J25 May Newsletter 
 SWT – Garden Town Vision update 
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 A letter had been received from the charity Scope asking if the Council would 

consider hosting a recycling bank in the Parish. There is no appropriate Council-
owned land so the Clerk would refer them to the Memorial Hall and Church who are 
joint owners of the car park. 

 
184/19    Accounts  

   
   Payments:  

 
Trull PCC 
Newsletter printing.……………...………................................................................£12 
 
Trull Village Memorial Hall 
(hire 15/4/19)………………………...………...........................................................£18 

 
Mrs R Howat 
Stamps/newsletter delivery, …………..…………………………………….…….£16.20 
 
Arboricare Ltd 
Black poplar report……………………………………………................................£240 
 
Parsons Landscapes Ltd 
Trull Green grass cutting April........................................................................£110.71 
 
Salary 
Mrs R Howat 
Minus NI and Pension contributions)……………………………………………£912.65 
 
Receipts 
SWT 
First half of precept……………………………………………………………..£15.000 

 
185/19     Matters to Report from Parish Council for inclusion on the next Agenda 

    None. 
 
186/19 Date of Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will take place on Monday 17th June 2019. 

 
 
 
 

 The Chairman closed the Meeting at 10pm. 
 
 

                Signed……………………………………… Chairman of Trull Parish Council 
 
   
      Date………………………………………. 


